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Responsible 
Pier Initiative

Fishing piers are home to an elevated number of interactions between sea turtles and recreational anglers. To mitigate the effects of incidental capture and 
entanglements, Loggerhead Marinelife Center (LMC), a non-profit organization based in Juno Beach, Florida, implemented the Responsible Pier Initiative. 
The initiative is designed to work collaboratively with recreational anglers and provide the appropriate actions steps to follow in the event a sea turtle is 
accidentally hooked or becomes entangled on or around a fishing pier. 

Four Primary Components

Underwater Cleanups

For each participating fishing pier, LMC staff identifies and partners with the local organizations responsible for conducting sea turtle stranding activities. These partnerships 
allow LMC staff to gain a better understanding of the individual needs and unique challenges presented with each participating pier. 

Educational SignageFirst Responder Workshops

Educational First Responder workshops are 
lead in each region by LMC staff. The 
workshops include information on sea turtle 
ecology, First Responder action steps, sea 
turtle rescue demonstrations, and 
conservation measures. 

Signage for individual fishing piers is 
customized to accommodate the needs of 
each participating pier. Each sign includes the 
partner organization logos and the appropriate 
rescue line phone number. The signs can be 
created in any language and color. 

Participating piers are provided with an 
Underwater Cleanup Protocol. When possible, 
LMC staff may provide onsite support during 
underwater cleanup activities. If underwater 
cleanups are not feasible,  organizations 
regularly clean their piers and surround beaches. 

Pollution prevention measures include the 
installation of cigarette ash receptacles and 
recycling bins. LMC offers staff assistance in 
writing and submitting grant applications each 
year in the hopes of installing pollution 
prevention measures on participating piers.
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Participating piers: 43 Total rescues: 113 Debris removed: 5,524.16 lbs. 


