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In December 2015, LMC launched Project SHIELD, a multi-faceted program that provides conservation solutions to areas in need. Ocean industry partners abide by a code of
conduct designed to allow their clients to experience sea turtles and the marine environment responsibly. By forming relationships and providing knowledge and tools to tour
operators, hotel managers, boaters, and anglers, we are able to proactively address the sometimes negative consequences of human presence in ocean ecosystems.
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Divisions of Project SHIELD have reached Florida, North
Carolina, Virginia, Texas, and Puerto Rico. In 2016, staff will
continue to expand the project’s reach in Florida and Puerto
Rico as well as bring new initiatives to Canada, Greece,
Hawaii, and Maryland.
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• Educational signage regarding
o Sea turtle species identification
o Sea turtle nesting
o Responsible fishing practices
o Pollution prevention methods
o Sea turtle rescue
o Responsible snorkeling and diving practices
o Responsible boating practices
• Hotel rack cards
• Sea turtle ecology seminars for staff
• Sea turtle rescue workshops
• Large-scale debris removal and underwater
cleanups
• Recycling containers for monofilament line,
cigarette butts, plastic, glass, and aluminum

Each Project SHIELD partner is
•
•
•
•
•
•

Featured on the LMC website
Announced on LMC’s social media sites
Advertised on LMC’s campus
Aided in environmental marketing strategies
Offered sea turtle seminars for staff and clients
Invited to participate in LMC programs

Vieques, Puerto Rico
One of the first locations to implement Project SHIELD, Vieques, is home to over 40 nesting beaches for leatherback, green, and hawksbill sea turtles.

Rompeolas, a land bridge and fishing pier on the northwest
side of the island, is important hawksbill sea turtle habitat.
The area hosts over 3,000 divers and snorkelers every year.
Each must enter the water by the above pictured steps, where
Project SHIELD signage is featured.

2,500 rack cards printed in English and Spanish are being
distributed to hotel guests. The cards list tips for responsible
diving, snorkeling, and fishing as well as conservation
measures for visiting nesting beaches.

If you are interested in bringing Project SHIELD to your local area, please contact
Tommy Cutt (tcutt@marinelife.org) or Demi Fox (dfox@marinelife.org).

At Mosquito Pier, Black Beard Sports staff remove
monofilament fishing line tangled around the pier pilings
during each dive and collect it in PVC tubes. The line is then
cleaned and shipped for recycling.

