
Serving the World’s Imperiled Marine life (SWIM) 
Estero Padre Ramos Natural Reserve, Nicaragua 

The Destination 
Located on a remote peninsula in western Nicaragua, Padre Ramos 
lies within the Estero Padre Ramos Natural Reserve that 
encompasses one of the most ecologically important natural areas 
in Nicaragua. It is home to one of the largest remaining mangrove 
estuaries  in Central America and is home to over 40% of the entire 
Hawksbill sea turtle nesting populations in the eastern Pacific. 
Surrounded by isolated beaches and an abundance of native flora 
and fauna, this tropical paradise will leave you wondering how 
quickly you can return. 
 

The Project 
On this service excursion, you will be assisting local biologists with 
in-water turtle monitoring, monitoring sea turtle hatcheries, 
mangrove reforestation, community based tourism and conducting 
educational activities in collaboration with Initiatva Carey del 
Pacifico Oriental (ICAPO), an international organization focused on 
the conservation of Hawksbill sea turtles in the eastern Pacific. 



Destination Eco Tour: Padre Ramos, Nicaragua 
9-Day Hawksbill Sea Turtle Monitoring & Conservation 

Adventure Tour with Airfare 

Highlights: 
 
• Introduction to eastern Pacific 

sea turtle research and 
conservation efforts 

• Participate in in-water 
monitoring of hawksbills in 
foraging hotspots 

Package Includes: 
 
• Round-trip airfare from MIA 
• Airline taxes and fuel surcharges 
• 9-day/8-night Nicaragua sea turtle 

conservation vacation 
• All accommodations & meals included 
• Applicable activity participation fees 
 
Trip price does not include connecting flights to MIA, 
alcoholic beverages, souvenirs/gifts, personal 
food/drink.  Guests responsible for local currency 
exchange. 

 
 

 
Pricing: $1,699* 
*based on double occupancy 
 

Dates:   September 20 - 28, 2017 
                September 29 - October 7, 2017 
 

Activity level:  
 

Accommodations: Basic 

 
 

For more information on  
Loggerhead Marinelife Center eco tours,  

please contact:  
  

Hannah Campbell 
Environmental Programs Manager 

hcampbell@marinelife.org 
+1 561-627-8280 x105 

Day 1 Depart Miami, FL / Arrive Managua, Nicaragua 
• Overnight 3.5-star hotel stay in Managua City 

Day 2 Scenic transfer to project station & project orientation  
• A/C coach transfer to remote project location 
• Introduction to Sea Turtles course and project overview 

Day 3 - 5 Hatchery monitoring and in-water monitoring of  
hawksbill sea turtles 
• Collect data for local biologists from newly emerged nests 
• Assist in measuring, weighing and tagging of juvenile 

hawksbills in Estero Padre Ramos Reserve 
• Weigh, measure and prepare hatchling data samples for 

biologists in the hatchery 

Day 6 Mangrove reforestation & planting project 
• Coastal hike of the Natural Reserve 
• Outcropping project for local coastal conservation project 

Day 7 Debris removal & continued in-water monitoring 
• Half day debris removal effort in the heart of Padre Ramos 
• Explore Padre Ramos town 
• Second in-water monitoring project with local biologists 

Day 8 Kayaking in Estero Padre Ramos Natural Reserve 

Day 9 Depart Managua, Nicaragua/ Arrive Miami, FL 

Overview itinerary 

• Assist with hatchling data 
collection in local hatchery 

• Mangrove reforestation planting 
and maintenance 

• Kayak day trip in Estero Padre 
Ramos Natural Reserve  

mailto:hcampbell@marinelife.org


Destination Eco Tour: Padre Ramos, Nicaragua 
9-Day Hawksbill Sea Turtle Monitoring & Conservation 

Adventure Tour with Airfare 

Day 1: Depart Miami, FL / Arrive Managua, Nicaragua 
You’ll meet your SWIM guide at Managua International airport and begin your Nicaraguan adventure with a short ride into 
downtown Managua to check into your room. Get to know your fellow travelers at the pool while you enjoy meals at the hotel 
restaurant and get briefed on your tour itinerary before sleeping off any unwanted jetlag. Dinner on your own tonight.  
USD and Cordoba accepted. 
  

Day 2: Scenic Drive to project site & Nighttime Sea Turtle Patrol 
You’ll begin your first full day with a scenic drive through rural Nicaragua to the main  
project site in Estero Padre Ramos. As this will be your home base for the duration of the  
trip, you’ll have time to explore the grounds and get settled before taking a brief Sea Turtle  
Orientation class to prepare you for your hands on service work. At night, you’ll put your  
new knowledge to work on the beach to monitor for nesting and hatchling activity for  
Hawksbill and Olive Ridley sea turtles. All meals included. 
  

Day 3-5: Hatchery monitoring and in-water monitoring of hawksbill sea turtles 
Days 3-5 will be spent mostly offshore as you assist local biologists with the in-water  
monitoring of hawksbill sea turtles. After a boat ride into the Gulf of Fonseca, you’ll begin  
to gain insight into residency times, growth rates and dietary requirements of hawksbills,  
as well as connectivity between nesting and foraging areas by taking part in a long-term  
research study. During your time on dry land, you’ll assist local biologists with the  
measuring, weighing and assessment of newly emerged sea turtle hatchlings  and learn  
about why hatcheries are critical in Nicaragua.  
  

Day 6: Mangrove reforestation & planting project  
Your third day will be spent exploring the mangrove forests of Estero Padre Ramos Reserve.  
Mangrove forests are one of the world’s most threatened tropical ecosystems, having more  
than 35% of the world’s mangroves already gone. The main threats to the mangrove forest in  
Nicaragua include deforestation for shrimp aquaculture and harvesting for wood, cooking  
and construction. You’ll spend the last half of your day planting mangroves in a restoration  
effort to keep the mangroves healthy and thriving in the preserve. You’ll have the option to  
conduct your second night patrol after a well-deserved Nicaraguan dinner. All meals included. 
  

Day 7: Debris removal in Padre Ramos town & second in-water monitoring project 
In-water monitoring will continue throughout the reserve with project biologists as you  
continue to assist with mark and recapture at low tide. You’ll take a boat transfer over to  
Padre Ramos town where you will help remove debris from the town center before grabbing  
a cold drink to reward your efforts. Enjoy another beautiful sunset in the evening as you  
relax in a handwoven hammock around the station. 
  

 



Day 8: Kayaking in Estero Padre Ramos Natural Reserve 
A hot, fresh breakfast will start off your last day right before heading out into  
Estero Padre Natural Reserve for a morning paddle before your free afternoon  
to relax. Then, you’ll enjoy a beachside bonfire and gourmet local cuisine for your  
last night. All meals included.  
    

Day 9: Depart Managua, Nicaragua/ Arrive Miami, FL 

For more information or to book your SWIM 
program, please contact: 

 
Hannah Campbell  

Environmental Programs Manager 
Loggerhead Marinelife Center 

hcampbell@marinelife.org 
561-627-8280 x105 

Destination Eco Tour: Padre Ramos, Nicaragua 
9-Day Hawksbill Sea Turtle Monitoring & Conservation 

Adventure Tour with Airfare 

Your Accommodations 
     

Those who work hard together, play hard together! Enjoy the fun and unique atmosphere of our SWIM project station in Venecia, 
minutes walk from the beaches of the Pacific, project hatchery and lush paradise. On your free time, stroll on a beautiful, 
secluded beach, relax in a hand-woven hammock or take a dip in the estuary, just meters from your accommodations bedroom.
    The project station is situated at the tip of the Peninsular de 
    Venecia, overlooking the wild and remote Estero Reserva 
    Natural Padre Ramos and adjacent to the project hatchery 
    where you will be spending part of your activity time. This 7-
    bedroom, 2-bath/3-shower tropical retreat is outfitted with 
    bunk-style beds with private rooms available on a first come, 
    first serve basis. Please come prepared for no air- 
    conditioning - just a tropical breeze! - and limited access to 
    modern-day amenities. Although remote, we are confident
    you’ll discover that everything you need can be found at 
    this project station: sand, salt and sea turtles.  
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