
 
  

Lesson 1: 
Animals of the Sea 

Teacher Resource: 
All animals need air, water, food, 
shelter, and space to survive. A place 
where an animal can live and find all 
five of those basic needs is called their 
habitat. Many animals live in the ocean 
habitat, a large body of salt water that 
covers most of Earth’s surface. Some of 
these animals include fish, sea turtles, 
and sharks. All of these animals have 
specific features, or characteristics that 
help them survive in their individual 
habitats. As humans, our features 
include eyes, ear, hands, feet, etc. For 
marine animals, these features include 
a shell, fins, flippers, etc. 
 

Grade Level: Kindergarten 

Subject: Science 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Lesson Objectives 
• Describe an animal that lives in the ocean 
• Describe the features of a marine animal     
• Compare the features of different marine  
   animals  
• Recognize the difference between a cartoon  
   and a real animal  
 

NGSSS Benchmarks 
SC.K.L.14.1 Make observations of living things and 
their environment using the five senses 
SC.K.L.14.2 Recognize that some books and other 
media portray animals and plants with 
characteristics and behaviors they do not have in 
real life 
SC.K.L.14.3 Observe plants and animals, describe 
how they are alike and how they are different in 
the way they look and in the things they do 
SC.K.N.1.2 Make observations of the natural 
world and know that they are descriptors 
collected using the five senses 
SC.K.N.1.4 Observe and create a visual 
representation of an object which includes its 
major features 
 



 
 
  Ocean Literacy Principles: 

#5. The ocean supports a great  
   diversity of life and  
   ecosystems 
 
Materials: 
• Access to YouTube with  
   projector 
• LMC Activity Cards 
• 2 Hula Hoops 
• LMC Animals of the Sea  
   Project Worksheet 
• 1 standard poster board 
• Glue sticks 
• Crayons 
• Scissors 
 
Vocabulary: 
• Animal: A living thing that  

feeds on plants or other      
animals 

• Habitat: The home of an   
   animal or plant 
• Ocean: A large body of salt    
   water 
• Feature: A part or  
   characteristic of something  
   or someone 
 
Resources: 
• Shark Baby Storytime by 
LMC: 
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=uEQVdhU2TBI&list=PLD
Zp0UZFGmMtM9Fe2lAMKBPD
BPbd_UI99&index=7 
 
 
 

Engagement (Pre-Lesson) 
In this lesson, students will learn unique features of different types of 
marine animals through the picture book Shark Baby by Ann Downer. LMC 
provides a recorded story time of this book on YouTube. After reading the 
story, begin a discussion with the students about features by having them 
describe their own features (eyes, ears, toes, etc.). Then have them 
compare their features to an animal that they saw in the story (fins, flippers, 
eyes, nose, legs, etc.).  
 
Shark Baby Storytime on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEQVdhU2TBI&list=PLDZp0UZFGmMt
M9Fe2lAMKBPDBPbd_UI99&index=7 
 

 
Exploration (Core-Lesson) 
In this lesson, students will learn that some books and media portray 
animals with features and behaviors that they do not have in real life.  
Continue with the activity below. 
   
Procedure: 

1. Place two hula hoops on the ground next to each other. Using tape 
and a marker, label one as “Real Life Animals” and the other as 
“Cartoon Animals”. 

2. Give each student an Animal Activity Card that represents either a 
cartoon animal or a real photo of an animal. 

3. Have each student identify reasons as to why they think their photo 
is of a real or cartoon animal using the animal’s features as their 
explanations. 

4. Have the students place their animal in the correct hula hoop. 
 

 
Explanation (Post-Lesson) 
Give each student an Animals of the Sea Project Worksheet and crayons. 
Direct the students to use the box on the worksheet to draw one animal 
that lives in the ocean. Once they have drawn their animal, have each 
student describe three of the animal’s features.  
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Extension 
Have each student cut out their Animal of the Sea artwork using the box 
outline on each worksheet and glue their animal image to a classroom 
“Animals of the Sea” poster board.  
 
*Conservation Call to Action: Have the students think of some problems 
their animal might face in the ocean (examples include pollution, boat 
strikes, etc.). Then decide as a class what they can do in their daily life to 
help all ocean animals (examples include don’t litter, recycle, reuse, etc.). 
Write down your class Call to Action on the back of your classroom “Animals 
of the Sea” poster board. 
  
All classroom poster boards will be displayed at Loggerhead Marinelife 
Center on a scheduled date. Please contact STEM@marinelife.org to 
schedule poster drop-off and showcase dates.  
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Evaluate 
Answer the question on the Exit Ticket (shown below).  

 
 Animals of the Sea Exit Ticket 

 
 

1. Which of these animals would you be able to see in the ocean?  

 
a) A bunny rabbit 

 
b) A fish 

 
c) A dog 

 
d) A bird 

 

 



 

 Exploration Activity Cards 
Directions: Cut out each individual card and follow activity procedures 

outlined in the Exploration section. 

 
 



 

  



 
  Animals of the Sea Project 

Directions: In the box below, draw an animal that lives in the ocean.  
Remember to include specific features like fins, flippers, eyes, and nose! 

 
 


